Retinal detachment following Nd:YAG posterior capsulotomy.
Five hundred and eighty-two patients who underwent Nd:YAG laser posterior capsulotomy at Moorfields Eye Hospital were reviewed retrospectively. Twelve patients (2 per cent), nine of whom were previously myopic, subsequently developed rhegmatogenous retinal detachment. Comparison with other studies suggests there is no greater risk of retinal detachment associated with Nd:YAG laser capsulotomy than with surgical discission. The relevance of the damage mechanisms of Nd:YAG lasers are discussed.